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“| was thinking horses have fur so maybe it's just like cat fur
and then ‘long’ because it measures things and | got it right.”
— HPS Spelling Bee champion Kathleen Gillogly on her correct spelling of “furlong”

NO FEAR HERE

PHOTOS BY ROBERT C. REED/HICKORY DAILY RECORD
Fifth-grader Kathleen Gillogly from Jenkins Elementary School reacts to winning the Hickory Public Schools Spelling Bee. The
winning word was “adios.”

Gillogly wins HPS Spelling Bee

BY JOHN BAILEY
ibailey@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY
en Kathleen Gillogly heard
the word “adios,” she knew
what it meant...and how to
spellit.

She would wrap up Wednesday
as the 2017 Hickory Public Schools
Spelling Bee champion.

The fifth-grader from Jenkins Ele-
mentary battled her way past 20 oth-
er students in the district to be the
last one standing after five rounds of
spelling during the competition at
Northview Middle School. Kathleen
also qualified for the regional spell-
ing bee in February sponsored by 7 ! .
The Charlotte Observer. ) ? O : f A

This was just Kathleen’s second
spelling bee, and while she had a
couple of nervous moments early in
Wednesday’s event, she had no fear
when the last word was announced.

“Ididn’t believe that it was actually
‘adios,” she said. “T didn't think it
was actually going to be that easy.”

She admitted that there was a lot
of hard work behind getting ready

Viewmont Elementary School student Coleman Gray takes a moment to think about ¥/
aword during the Hickory Public School Spelling Bee finals.

“I'd never heard that word before...
Twas just confused. I didn't think T
was going to get this far,” she said.
“I'was thinking horses have fur so
maybe it's just like cat fur and then

for the Jenkins and district compe-
titions, and there also were some
tough words whose spelling she had
to think her way through at both
events. She almost thought the word
“furlong” would be her last one dur-

ing the district championship. See BEE, Page 9A

Bee

From Page 1A

‘long’ because it measures
things and I got it right.”

Jordan McCall from
Southwest  Elementary
finished one word be-
hind Kathleen. He finally
missed the word “fath-
om.”

The participants in the
district spelling bee rep-
resented the winners in
their grade levels at all five
HPS elementary and two
middle schools. By round
3 at Northveiw, there were
only seven students still
battling for words.

Assistant  Superinten-
dent Denise Patterson
sees the spelling bee as
more than just learning
how to spell.

“At the same time, you're
learning new meanings to
words and you're able to
use those words in your
vocabulary,” Patterson
said. “Students are tak-
ing the ACT and SAT, and
certainly knowing these
high-level words can only
add to their vocabulary
in their writing skills and
in their communication
skills.”

Kathleen'’s parents, Mara
and Charlie Gillogly, were
equally excited to see their
daughter advance to the
next level in the spelling
bee.

“She absolutely loves
books and she’s reading
all the time,” Mara Gillogly
said.

For her preparation,
Kathleen said she has a
series of word lists she
is constantly running
through along with having
mini spelling bees with
her mom.
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tary spelling bee

holds his head after misspelling a word.

“Honestly, I thought
all the kids doing this
worked hard. As just a
parent when they got one
wrong, you feel for the
other kids too,” Charlie

Gillogly said.
Jenkins Elementary
Principal Ryan  Mc-

Creary thought Kathleen
did a good job of work-
ing through some of the
tougher words she drew,
and felt it was a team ef-
fort and school win over-
all.

“All of our teachers work
with the kids so much. She
just did a wonderful job of
representing our school,
as did the other kids for
theirs as well,” he said.
“It’s just great to see our
kids flourish and do well,
and to be able to take what
they've learned and apply
it to settings like this. It's
just awesome.

Alice Rullman, a retired
literacy ~specialist from
Catawba County Schools,
was the spelling bee pro-
nouncer at the Northview
competition. The judges
were: Jennifer Hughes,
teacher at Grandview
Middle; Carole Dennis,
children’s librarian at the
Hickory Public Library;
and Laurel Morris, direc-
tor of the Gaston County
Public Library.

After The Charlotte Ob-
server competition, the
next level is the annual
Scripps National Spelling
Bee in Washington, D.C.,
in May.

The Scripps National
Spelling Bee is a tradi-
tion that began in 1925,
according to spellingbee.
com. More than 11 million
students participate in the
Scripps National Spelling
Bee each year.
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HPS student winners following the district’s annual Spelling Bee competition, 2017.

e

Hickory Public Schools
Longview and

Robbie Adell

Yy

Superintendent presents
consolidation plan to public

BY JOHN BAILEY
bailey@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY — Hickory
Public Schools Super-
intendent Robbie Adell
got a chance to share his
proposed consolidation
plan between Southwest
and Longview Elementa-
1y schools with the pub-
lic during a special town
hall meeting Tuesday.

The reason for the
change is to help im-
prove reading scores.
For Southwest, the
state's reading account-
ability grade for the pre-
vious school year was a
D while Longview’s was
aC.

“These young people
are not going to make
it ... if they don't know
how to read,” Adell told
the crowd at Longview
on Tuesday. “We can-
not afford to keep mov-
ing kids from one grade
level to the next without
the proper reading skills.

“These young
people are not going
tomakeit ... if they
don'’t know how

to read. We cannot
afford to keep
moving kids from
one grade level to
the next without
the proper reading
skills. We're setting
them up for failure.”
Hickory Public Schools

Superintendent
Robbie Adell

We're setting them up
for failure.”

HPS is considering
converting ~ Southwest
Elementary to a primary
school serving only stu-
dents in kindergarten
through second grade
from the two schools.
Southwest would be

See FOCUS, Page 6A

parents of Longview Elementary School about his plan for the

LITERARY FOCUS
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Longview
Robbie Adell, Hickory Public Schools Superintendent, about his
plan for the consolidation of Longview and Southwest Elementary
Schools.
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changed to Southwest
Primary with a literacy
focus.

Longview Elementary
School would then serve
only students in third
through fifth grade, with
a concentrated focus on
leadership and STEAM
(science, technology, en-
gineering, arts and mathe-
matics) program learning,
according to the release.

Adell sees this change
as a way to improve the
chances of success for
students at both schools.

“I truly believe if we fo-
cus totally on literacy in
every aspect, provide the
teachers with the knowl-
edge through profession-
al development, we can
make a difference in these
kids’ lives,” Adell said.

“Less than half of the
kids coming out of third
grade in these schools are
reading on grade level.”

Third grade students
receive extra attention in
North Carolina because of
the state’s Read to Achieve
legislative initiative, a
part of the Excellent Pub-
lic Schools Act, according
to ncpublicschools.org.

Under this state law,
third grade students who
are not reading at grade
level by the end of third
grade will receive special
help, including summer
reading camp and other
interventions to make
sure that they can read
well enough to be able to
do fourth grade work.

According to Hickory
Public Schools Read to
Achieve end-of-year
(2015-16) results for first
grade, the percentage of
students in the school
system overall demon-
strating reading compre-

hension at grade level was
48.4 percent.

The percentage of first
grade students not dem-
onstrating reading com-
prehension at grade level
was 51.6 percent.

In second grade, the
number demonstrat-
ing reading comprehen-
sion at grade level was
59.8 percent while the
percentage of those not
demonstrating compre-
hension at grade level was
40.2 percent.

Nathaniel Holmes, a
parent of a Longview
kindergartener and fifth-
grader appreciated the
boards and the district
leadership’s decision to
try something different,
but he wasn't sure about
sending his daughter to
Southwest.

“Obviously what they've
been doing is not getting
the desired results, but I
don't think this is the an-
swer. I don't think the an-
swer is splitting the kids
up and putting all of them
there,” Holmes said after
the meeting.

“Nothing they talked
about here gave me confi-
dence thatlocation will be
improved. They have not
shown they can so I don’t
feel good about taking my
daughter and putting her
in first grade in a situation
that is low performing.”

He liked some of the
other changes that would
come with the consolida-
tion like a dual-language
class at Southwest, but he
just didn't see it being a
good enough trade-off.

Hickory Public Schools
board member Sallie
Johnson said she saw the
change as a big concept.

“What we want is the
students knowing how to
read by third grade,” she
said. “It's going to cause
people to have to change
a little bit. Nobody likes
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change ... but we have
a goal and that is we get
these children reading
in second grade so when
they get to (Longview)
it’s better and at middle
school it’s better and at
high school it’s better.”

Fellow board member
Bryan Graham also ap-
preciated the chance to
hear from parents at the
town hall meeting.

“I thought it was an ex-
cellent give and take with
the crowd...I thought the
questions were probing.
I thought they were well
thought out, obviously
with their kids in mind,”
Graham said.

He likes the idea himself
of turning Southwest El-
ementary into a “literacy
lab” with the entire focus
of the school is improving
literacy.

“The idea of doing that
is going to bring all the
kids up...so many stud-
ies show if you're not at
grade level by third grade,
you're never going to be,”
he said. “You're constantly
going to be trying to catch
o

Graham added the idea
of switching schools was
a key issue for many of
the parents who attended
the meeting, even point-
ing out one parent who
brought up the issue of
trying to get two kids to
two different schools in
the morning.

“ILalso talked to a parent
who has an autistic child,
who has gone through a
number of teachers and
would be moving the
child from Southwest to
Longview and was con-
cerned about it,” Graham
said.

There will be a second
town hall meeting for par-
ents to hear the plan and
voice their concerns at
Southwest on Thursday at
6:30 p.m.



Communication key to HHS improvement plan
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Hickory High School Principal Katherine Cater talks about
her plans for the school as she stands in the mall area of the
school.
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how they can help their
student’s learning, meeting
the teachers in a positive
way before they actually
have an issue or concern.”

Going past
the s%lg:ﬁicial

In a neatodayorg ar-
ticle from 2014, Anne T.
Henderson, a senior con-
sultant at the Annenberg
Institutefor School Reform,
also voiced the need to see
more parents engaged.

The priority should be to
push the federal govern-
ment to askbetter ques-
tions and collect data
about school strategies
that really engage fami-
lies, not just ask superficial
questions about common-
place practices like helping
with homework or attend-
ing a back-to-school night,
she said in the article.

“There is a large body
of reliable research that
shows well-designed fam-
ily engagement practices
are associated with higher
grades, higher test scores,
better attendance, more
motivation, and the move
to post-secondary educa-
tion,” Henderson said.

“The last thing parents
should do is get off the
stage.”

Students believing
in themselves

This need also points
to another key commu-
nication challenge to any
school improvement plan,
getting students to believe
they can do better.

“Now there are some stu-
dents who walk through
the doors as a ninth-grad-
er, confident and ready to
go,” Cater said. “There are
other students who maybe
haven'tyetbought into that
idea that they’re going to
graduate from high school
and pursue something be-
yond that.”

She admitted these stu-
dents are harder to reach
than others.

“Those who don't care
need people to help them
see they can do it, whatev-

er they set their mind too,”
Cater said.

Cater would also like to
implement counseling ses-
sions during the SMART
(Students Maximizing
Achievement ~ with Re-
sources and Time) lunches.

“What we're trying to do
is offer group sessions for
students to address things
like if they suffer from
anxiety, how to deal with it,
anger management, stress
reduction,” she said.

Better feedback

Technology is offering
another communication
tool helping both teachers
and students make im-
provements, especially in
the area of writing skills.

In the past, teachers
would assign a paper. The
student would write the
paper then waited for it to
be graded and returned.
Theentire process wouldn't
offer much in feedback but
notes in the margin after
the completion of an as-
signment.

Now, digital technology
and online educational
programs like Canvas
— an internet cloud-based
system — allows teachers
and students to interact on
projects in real time.

“Now we're seeing a more
dynamic and fluid process
where it's online...the
teachers are then anno-
tating, offering feedback
and then the student has
an opportunity to see that,
make those adjustments
and have another go at it,”
Cater said.

“The responsibility is still
onthestudent. 'mnotsug-
gesting that the teacher is
spoon feeding the changes
that need to be made, but
a gifted teacher is going to
do it in a right way, to chal-
lenge them.”

Cater admitted it’s a pat-
tern that isn't being used
across the school, but she
wants to see it become a
norm in every classroom.

For more information
about Hickory High or
its PTA, visit hickoryhigh.
hickoryschools.net/.

For more information
about the state’sreport cards,
visit dpi.state.nc.us/src/.

BY JOHN BAILEY
jbailey@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY - Hickory High principal
Katherine Cater has been on the job
since July 1.

In September, she faced the chal-
lenge of the school not meeting
growth status after the North Caroli-
na School Report Cards came out for
the previous 2015-16 academic year.

With her first semester at the
school behind her, she and her staff
are ready to move forward with a new
improvement plan.

According to the state’s report card
for Hickory High, the percent of
proficient students based on end-
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BY JOHN BAILEY
|bailey@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY — While the 2016 gradu-
ation was back in June, Hickory Pub-
lic Schools took the time to recognize
some of last year’s top grads Tuesday.

It was a special ceremony at Hickory
High for the 2016 International Bacca-
laureate graduates. The results for 1B
student examinations in May are not
issued until July.

Hickory High IB coordinator Christo-
pher Rice wanted to create a way to cel-
ebrate their achievements in a public
way, so he decided to invite as many as
were able to be part of Tuesday’s event
— something he wants to hold every
December.

There were 49 IB graduates in the
Class of 2016.

Rice also invited gradu-
ates from past years to talk
about how their IB experience

benefited them in college.

“I credit IB for getting me to where I
am right now, like getting into college,”
Ben Pleasant, a 2015 graduate, said. “For
me, some of the things that played the
biggest role weren't quite as obvious...
IB taught me all problems have a lot of
different perspectivesthatweneedtobe
taking into account.”

Founded in 1968 in Geneva, Switzer-
land, the International Baccalaureate®
(IB) is a nonprofit educational foun-
dation offering four highly respected
programs of international education
that develop the intellectual, personal,
emotional and social skills needed to
live, learn and work in a rapidly global-
izing world, according to ibo.org.

It’'s college prep at an accelerated pace
for high school students. Schools must
be authorized, by the IB organization,
to offer any of the programs and is for
students aged 3-19.

After a year of training, Hickory Pub-
lic Schools started its own IB diploma
curriculum in 2006. Since 2007, 430
students have taken the courses to earn
IB certificates or the IB diploma.

Students in IB programs take a class
in each of the six core courses: English,
foreign language, history, science, math
and arts. They also take a philosophy
class called Theory of Knowledge to tie
the experience all together.

“That class asks how do we know

of-course assessments — those who
reached an achievement level be-
tween 3 and 5 (sufficient command
to superior command) — for English
2 was 54 percent vs. the state’s 58.8.

Hickory High's Math 1 proficient
percentage was 46.1 vs. the state’s
60.5, and the school’s biology pro-
ficient percentage was 49.6 vs. the
state’s 55.6.

At the top of Cater’s improvement
to-do list is encouraging parents to
be more involved in their kids" edu-
cation and making sure teachers are
doing everything they can to com-
municate with parents.

During a Parent Teacher Associa-

tion open house in the fall she saw
good numbers in the audience but
didn'’t think it represented the entire
student population.

“That’s one of the reasons our
school improvement plan is work-
ing on developing parent commu-
nication, parent involvement,” Cater
said. “I think it’s really common they
are involved at the elementary school
level and then it tends to wane, that'’s
anatural thing, but it doesn’t need to
be.

“After that, (parents) can begin the
work of understanding their role and

See PLAN, Page 9A
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h celebrates 1B graduates
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Tiffany Grace was an International Baccalaureate graduate in the Hickory High class of
2011 and shared the benefits of the program during the special recognition ceremony for

the 2016 graduates.

what we know and how do we know it
in each of the disciplines,” Christopher
Rice said.

Tiffany Gray graduated from Hickory
High in 2011 and when she started her
IB journey, she wasn't sure if it was right
for her.

“It's been one of the best things for
me,” Gray said. “IB for me taught me
how to write papers. When I came in, I
had no idea what I was doing...every-
thing ran together, no paragraphs.”

Her IB English classes gave her the
tools she needed to face a writing
assignment without fear.

“Now, writing a paper is a piece of
cake for and that helped me so much in
college when I went to (Lenoir-Rhyne
University),” she said. “IB just taught
me you have to work hard. You have to
be open-minded and when you put the
work in you will get the results.”

Pleasant, who attendsVanderbilt, also
talked about how IB helped him under-
stand the importance of stepping out
of his comfort zone.

“It doesn’t matter where you are, it’s

really easy to get stuck in a bubble of
thinking and a bubble of ideas and
have that be the one thing that guides
your view of the world,” he said.

His time in the IB program at Hickory
High gave him the ability to see all the
different perspectives around any is-
sue. It's a skill he said he’s continuously
used every day since.

“No one answer is necessarily right,”
Pleasant said.

Saba Khan from the class of 2012
and Emily Perry from the class of 2013
also shared their experiences in the IB
program.

“It was touching for me to hear them
... as a teacher I put alot of myself in it
and to hear them say those things is re-
ally gratifying because it really says it’s
worth it, giving up my own private time
is making a difference,” Rice said.

Hickory High Principal Katherine
Cater also spoke and Hickory Public
Schools board chair Reggie Hamilton
gave the closing remarks, congratu-
lating all the current and future IB
graduates.
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STUDENTS SHARE HOLIDAY CHEER
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hristmas came early for

the kindergarten classes at

Southwest Elementary School
on Wednesday. Hickory Public Schools
board member Ittiely Carson offered the
services of the Zeta Amicae of Hickory
sorority to bring an early holiday
present to the school. The students
heard “The Polar Express” read to them
by retired teacher Nancy Jones and were
treated to hot chocolate and cookies.
The students in Laura Williams and
Robin Straight’s classes then spread the
Christmas cheer by parading through
the halls handing out gifts to the
children in the rest of the grades. The
sorority made 312 gift packages. Zeta
Amicae of Hickory is an auxiliary of Nu
| Alpha Zeta sorority of Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc.

STUDENTS SHARE
HOLIDAY CHEER

Christmas came early for the
kindergarten classes at Southwest
Elementary School on Wednesday.

Hickory Public Schools board

member Ittiely Carson offered
the services of the Zeta Amicae of

Hickory sorority to bring an early
holiday present to the school.
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“Our job ... is to ensure we send home (students) in the same form and

fashion we receive (them) in the morning, so we take that very seriously.” : s : o
— Hickory Public Schools Superintendent Robbie Adell

Safety
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looked for ways to antici- ~ school district?”
pate and prepare forany  Essentially, th
emergency. The North
Carolina Center for Safer
Schools was started in
2013 by Gov. Pat McCrory
and provided school
systems critical incident
response plans and
training plans for school
faculty and staff.

It covers scenarios
when school staff and
students should evacu-
ate, go into a lockdown or
when to shelter-in-place.

Adell added all the staff
in the district talk about
what it would look like
when they shelter in
place or when there is a
full-scale lockdown.

ficer assigned to it. Hicko-
ry Police [ s

Lt. Scott Hildebrand from
the Community Services

the issues are there...it
doesn't ily have
to be about criminal is-
sues, it could be any-
thing,” he said. “Young
people have the abil-

ity to speak to teachers,
the ability to speak to
counselors, the ability to
speak to police officers
in schools and that could
be a good situation for
them.”

He added parents
should remember the
SROs are an additional
asset for parents as well.

“Parents have contacted
SROs and explained situ-
ations they have heard
about at schools, danger-
ous situations that may
take place,” Hildebrand

is just a phone call away
from initiating a detailed
plan of action, including ~ Unit oversees the SRO

an active shooter. program for the school

“That’s all evolved really ~ system.
within the last 10 years,” Along with school
Adell said. security, middle school

“When you have Sandy ~ SROs also are Drug Abuse
Hooks and really tragic Resistance Education
things like that occur, instructors (D.A.R.E).
you've got to think out- The issue of school
ide the box,” Adell said.  safety changed dramati-
nd large, schools cally for police after the
are open and similartoa 1999 shooting at Colum-
church so when people  bine High School in Colo-
come in who actually rado. Hildebrand points
mean to do harm, its sad  out when he was in high
thatwe have to resortto  school there weren't
havingall these differ-  police officers assigned to
ent safety procedures schools.

“Then we bring people o monitor traffic in our “Training began to
inand have round- building, butitisaneces- actually change for law
gnblc discussions}, fire sity.” ﬁnl’orccnlwm at ll(\]adl time

epartments, police ecause how we did our
dczanmcnls. smcrgcncy Patrolling the halls job related to shooting
medical people, school The most visual security = situations then,” Hil-
people all sit down and changein HPSis thead-  debrand said. “Ithad to
talk about the different dition of more school change after that because
scenarios,” Adell said. resource officers, in part-  people were shocked by

“Agood one for Hickory nership with the Hickory ~ what happened at Col-
would be whatif youhad  Police Department. The  umbine and then it just
atrain on the tracks right  system has one stationed  seemed like a long string

school building,” Hickory
Public Schools director of
student services Angela
Simmons said.

Simmons admitted
updating the entrances
for some of the older
schools in the district was

enge.
ickory High was a
tough one. You'll notice
outside Hickory High,
the breezeway that goes
from the main building
to the gym area there are
fences, gates to enclose
that area,” Simmons said.
“We worked with Adam
Huckabee, our director
of facilities, and they
worked with an architect
to see how to do some of
those new doorways and
lock things up better at
the high school.

“It used to be, you could
goina couple differ-
ent doors and like most
schools you'd have access
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Adell added it's impor-
tant for parents to keep
their contact information
up to date.

“If we get into an
emergency situation we
want to be able to notify
parents and get the in-
formation out to them as
quickly as we can,” Adell

to everything, but they've  up the road here that at each middle and high  of situations after that.”  said.
now added double doors  turned over and leaked school. For Hildebrand, SROs Hickory Public Schools
that remain locked, so hazardous stuff and had The middle school SROs  aren't meant to be just uses Parentlink and

Connect to
send messages out to
parents on their phones
and through email.

in schools.
“They have the ability
to be mentors to young
people no matter what

also serve th y
schools, with the excep-
tion of Southwest which
has a Longview Police Of-

now when you go into
Hickory High, the only
door you can enter is into
f the office,and all the exte-
i rior doors are locked.”
ROBERT C. REECYHICKORY DAILY RECORD For newer schools,
Hickory School Resource Officer John Wienbrock stands at the main entrance of Grandview Middle School. security issues are ad-

Planning is key to Hickory Public Schools o i el
approach to protecting students from harm

building.
Longyiew Elemen-
tary off Highway 70 is
Fditor’s note: This is the first in a
three-part series about school security
and safety in Catawba County.

agas container and it
leaked gas in the air. What
would you do and how
would that impact the

e
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HOT WAFFLE
BOWLS ARE
PERFECT FOR
COLD DAYS.

Fresh griddled waffle bowls
are but one of our many new
menu items. Come try them all!

the newest school in the
system and is a good
example of this.

“Their intercom system
is built into their door
locks so if a certain code
is called, all of the doors

districts in Catawba County about the
adjustments they've made in the last
decade to make their facilities as se-

in the morning; so we take that very
seriously,” Adell said.

Locked doors

turns the clock

cure as possible. automatically lock for the  [Fbnfirig
BY JOHN BAILEY . The first step for Hickory Public exterior and it auto- when lie was
bailey@hickoryrecord.com chkyry Schools — as with every other system matically calls security simpler; to a
Public Schools iy, the state — was turning what were f‘é’;?“:s"‘ 5"“_‘:“’“? said, ot
HICKORY Superintendent  once open buildings into citadels. e e oie. S
rom the Columbine High Robbie Adell said  In the last decade-plus, parents and rway ¢ Sam Senss.
s r e more deterrents to an
shooting in Colorado in 1999 school safety visitors have seen more locked doors, intruder. " A
- to the knife attack at Ohio State & =) should be seen more security cameras and, as the All the systems' schools NEW YEAR'S EVE
University in November, security and SECURING OUR & the No. 1 job face of security for all middle and high are also required by
safety are ongoing issues of concern of publicschool  schools, school resource officers. legislation to have panic DECEMBER 31 - 8PM
at public inslilmion_s. SC H OO I_S erpployees. “We have it so all of our gxterior buttons in place to alert HICKORY COMMUNITY THEATRE
The trend for public school systems “Itabsolutely  doors are locked and all of the schools local law enforcement in 30 Third St. Hickory, NC 28601 Hickory, NC

is focused on better planning and
more barriers.

The Hickory Daily Record recently
sat down to talk to the three school

outranks any academic achievement.
Our job from day to day is to ensure
we send home (students) in the same
form and fashion we receive (them)

,pretty much, you have to be buzzed
in before you're allowed to enter the

See SAFETY, Page 3A

case of an emergency.

Training and plan-
ning

Since 1999, school
systems have constantly

*James Gregoryisina cl

funniestman.com
(828) 328-2283

Il by himself

transcends all barriers.” —Entertainment Magazine

his humor
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Viewmont Elementary School first-grader Desi Ryan smiles as she gets on her new

obspini o Academy Sports.
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Youngsters win
bikes through
writing contest

BY MICHAEL PRAATS
mpraats@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY
hirty children at Viewmont El-
I ry School were surprised
morning as they received
new bikes for their participation in and
winning of a writing contest held by the
school.

Parents and other family members
welcomed the children into the gym at
the school for an assembly where rep-
resentatives from Academy Sports and
faculty gave the students their prizes.

Academy Sports donated the bikes
as part of the 15th annual youth bike
donation, according to I’(uu Page, store
dlmxm I‘mA a S}

“The gifts allow the children to get
outdoors and stay active, Page said.
Academy also collaborates with other
nonprofit organizations each year for
the bike donations, she said

Students in the first and second grades
were eligible for the contest.

Teachers gave the students the option
to participate in the writing contests,
said Alison Milsted, a teacher at View-
mont Elementary. If the students and

See RIDE, Page 11A

enter the gym at Viewmont Elementary to receive

Bik
From Page 1A

their parents agreed to participate in the
writing contest, the students chose from
four topics on which they could write.

The topics included “Why you need a
new bike,” “An imaginary adventure on
your new bike,” or “Bike safety,” according
to Principal Jeff Hodakowski.

After the families welcomed the stu-
dents into the gym, Hodakowski con-
gratulated the winning students and read
excerpts from the winning submissions.

There were more than 170 students who
were eligible to win the bikes, Hodakowski
said.

“The reason we chose a writing contest
is so students could learn how to write a
little bit, but also work for something,” he
said.

This is the first time Viewmont was cho-
sen to receive the bikes, Hodakowski said.
Academy Sports allowed the school to
decide how to give the bikes away, and the
writing contest was what school officials
decided, he said.

As the assembly ended, the children
picked up their new bikes, and parents

Juan Salazar
adjusts

the bike
helmet for
his daughter
Ashlyn as
she getsa
new bike for
Christmas
at Viewmont
Elementary
School.

and family took the bikes home.

Jenkins Elementary

School brldges tech gap with Wonder Lab

BY JOHN BAILEY
jbailey@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY — Students at
Jenkins Elementary School
have a new, “game-chang-
ing” tool to teach them about
technology - the Wonder Lab.

As part of its participation
in the annual Hour of Code to
celebrate Computer Science
Education Week, the school
held the grand opening of the
new facility Thursday. It will
be a STEAM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art and
Math) driven center.

“The space is designed to
be an extension of the class-
room where regular class-
room teachers can come in
and take the learning to a
different level, using technol-
ogy and creativity,” Hickory
Public Schools Teacher of the
Year and Jenkins third grade
teacher Erica Greer said.

“It was important for us to
think of a space like this and
start it because there’s such
a push these days to get kids
to be 21st century learners,
to get them prepared for the

math is a common language,
well were in a time when
technology is a common lan-
guage worldwide now,” Greer
said.

For the opening day of the
Wonder Lab, students learned
how to use Sphero robotic
balls. They were purchased
through a grant from the
Hickory Education Founda-
tion, Swann said. Overall, the
lab has been funded through
several grants and the school’s
Parent Teacher Association.

“They’re driving with (the
Sphero balls) today, and there
are also apps where they will
learn to code and program

ROBERT C. REED / HICKORY DAILY RECORD

HCAM Culinary Academy students
prepared 50 special bags with deli-
cious cookies for the area media.
Dr. Adell and Beverly Snowden
delivered the cookies just before
the holiday break. Thank you to
the HCAM Culinary Academy for
sharing your talents!

PHOTOS 51 JOHNBAILEY /HCKORY DALY RECORD

Jenkins

ready to drive their

Lab.

y
through

Wonder

From Page 1A
do and gather their sup-
plies,” Swann said. “We
have some outlets where
they can do research on
their own and put together
activities with their kids.”
Jenkins  Elementary
principal Ryan McCreary
‘wants to see the new space
become the hub of the

JOHN BAILEY / HICKORY DAILY RECORD

It was a race to get their Sphero robotic ball over the bridge first for
Jenkins Elementary students Darrow Holder, Graham Powers, Lukas
Dancy and Jackson Ennis. They were participating in the first day of

the school’s new Wonder Lab.

working world and problem
solving.”

A couple of months ago,
Greer and fourth grade teach-
er Betsy Swann attended
Googlefest held in Caldwell
County — a free seminar the
company runs to teach digi-

tal literacy and other tech in-
novations for educators. The
event reinforced the impor-
tance of introducing technol-
ogy to students at every grade
level.

“We hear so often that mu-
sic is a common language,

them for specific challenges,”
Swann said.

The Wonder Lab also will
offer students the chance to
learn more about modern
digital communication with
a production studio where
they'll learn video shooting
and editing.

“We have some readymade
lessons teachers can come in
and pick what they want to

See WONDER, Page 11A

school for all grades.

“We're really Dblessed o
here we have teacher lead-
ersand Ms. Swann and Ms.
Greer are good examples
of that,” McCreary said.
“Were also going to be have everyone leam cod- number and when you re-
incorporating opportuni- ing and to see that coding ~ceive it you can play your
ties for them to lead some  is accessible o everyone,” own game you just cre-
professional development Jenkins English as a Sec- ehoe said.
with our staff that way we ond Language teacher is the second year
can get all of our teachers April Kehoe said. “Code. lementary partic-
coming in here and doing org, wants to get this out ipated in the Hour of Code
some neat activities with to everyone. Everything is which created a perfect
the students. I thinkit's go- free.” opportunity to introduce
ing to be a game-changer  Students used tutorials the Wonder Lab to the stu-
forus.” to work with code. dents as well.

As part of Computer “In the computer lab “We're just trying to
Science Education Week, here they're doing Mine- spark their interest and get
sponsored by Code.org, craftand Code.orghascre- them thinking about this
students split their time ated one the students can as something they could
between the Wonder Lab create their own Minecraft do when they're older and
and the computer lab. game, send it to an email looking into’professions,”

“The intention was to address or a cell phone Kehoe said.

left) and Zamir
Carson get expressive as they work through a program during
the Hour of Code event held as part of Computer Science
Education Week in the school’s computer lab.




Congratulations to Hickory High for winning the 2016 DSGC at CVCC!
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