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Students drilled on
tornado preparedness

BY JOHN BAILEY
jbailey@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY
£9:30 a.m. Wednesday,
A}uck and cover was the
ocus of students ac-
cross the state.

Gov. Roy Cooper declared
March 5-11 as Severe Weather
Preparedness Week, and as
part of it, schools and govern-
ment buildings statewide held
tornado drills Wednesday
to practice their emergency
plans, according to a press
release from the governor’s
office. Test messages also were
broadcast on National Ocean-
ic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration weather radios and the
Emergency Alert System.

At Oakwood Elementary
School in the Hickory Pub-
lic Schools system, it was a
chance for Principal Jennifer
Griffin to see how everyone
fitinto the protective areas of
the school with enrollment up
this year at 396 students. Ev-
ery school has its own issues
when moving students to safe
areas. Oakwood, for example,
has classrooms in portables
units and on the second floor.

“We prep all of our children
every year. Our older children
already know the procedures,
what’s expected, how to tuck
and cover,” Griffin said. “Last
year we actually had a tornado
nearby so we were in that po-
sition for quite some time, so
our older children are experi-
enced with this.”

This is new for the kinder-
gartners so the school makes
sure they know it’s just prac-
tice, but important.

“We don't give the kinder-
gartners too many days to
prep. It could make them
more nervous,” said teacher
Jill Franjione, who has taught
kindergartners at the school
for 15 years.

“Right before, we prep
them, and we just practice the
procedure,” Franjione said.

See DRILL, Page 6A
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Kindergartners at Oakwood Elementary know what to do during the school’s tornado drill.
It was part of Severe Weather Preparedness Week.
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Oakwood Principal Jennifer Griffin (back right) observes her students and staff work their director of communications:
way through the school’s tornado preparedness drill. snowdenbe@hickoryschools.net
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“We went over where they will be,
and I demonstrated the position
they would need to be in and prac-
ticed it for a few minutes.”

Wednesday morning, the an-
nouncements talked about the
importance of following emergency
drills, just like athletes practice
to be better in sports, to help the
younger students understand why
they were doing a tornado drill.

“Teachers will take that conver-
sation a little more in-depth in
the classroom and show them the
position and talk to them about
the behavior expectations of being
quiet and listening to staff,” Griffin
said.

When the school had a real
tornado emergency last year, the
kindergarten teachers played soft

music to help keep their students
calm.

“We just sat with the kids. We
rubbed backs if they needed it.

We let them know it was safe, of
course,” Franjione said.

The drills are a measuring tool
for principals, as well. They can see
what is working and what isn’t with
their school’s emergency plan.

If there are any issues, school
administrators can take their con-
cerns to the county’s Emergency
Management Office and get advice
on improvements they can make.

Griffin said that while her regu-
lar staff knows the preparedness
procedures, the drills are a good
opportunity for substitutes and vol-
unteers to learn what the policies
are and what they are expected to
do in an emergency.

“That drives what we do. Whether
it’s an office procedure or an emer-
gency weather procedure, safety is
our number one priority,” Griffin

said.

North Carolina is no stranger to
severe weather. Catawba County
was under a tornado warning just
last week.

In 2016, the National Weather
Service issued 61 tornado warnings
for North Carolina and recorded 16
tornadoes, according to the release.

There were 121 flash-flood warn-
ings issued last year and 121 inci-
dents of flash flooding across the
state, many of them associated with
Hurricane Matthew. In addition,
the NWS issued 697 severe thunder-
storm warnings, and recorded 827
incidents of severe thunderstorms
with damaging winds and/or large
hail. Numerous severe storms, flash
flooding, tornadoes and hurricanes
caused severe damage and loss of
life.

For more information and tips on
emergency preparedness in various
situations, visit readync.org or nws.
noaa.gov/om/tornado.

REMINDER!

Daylight Saving Time begins

Sunday, March 12. Clocks

spring forward by one hour!

NORTHVIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL

Math teacher Erin Sigmon (right) at Northview Middle School gives i
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works on
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protection
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improvement
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Students add their voices
to improvement plan

their help.

Its an approach to
bridge gaps of creativity,

HICKORY — This is encouragement, engage-
the year of the student ment and growth for stu-
at Northview Middle dents in the classroom
School. and in life, Northview

A new initiative, called Middle Principal Stepha-
WIN (What I Need), has nie Dischiavi said.
put the focus on giv-  “Theres a lot of room
ing students more of a for growth in terms of
voice in their own edu- proficiency here but we're
cation and allows teach- definitely heading in the
ers to spend more time
with the ones who need

and Saleia lzzard about

BY JOHN BAILEY
{bailey@hickoryrecord.com

See SURVEY, Page 8A

LEFT: Seventh-grader Karrington White uses toothpicks
and glue to make bridge supports during building skills
class at Northview Middle School. ABOVE: Northview
Middle School sixth-graders Avain Lee and Zoie Baliey use
fraction cards to improve their math skills.
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right direction,” Dischiavi said. “We
have exceeded growth, over eleven
points which is phenomenal, but the
kids we are missing, we are repeat-
edly missing.”

The principal hopes this new direc-
tion will help push the school’s suc-
ceeding students even further and
find a way to reach those who are
struggling. The school turned to sur-
veys of staff and all 600 students, ask-
ing what an advisory program should
look like and what the academic
needs were.

Eighth-grader Aidan Nigrelli liked
the survey and the fact it allowed
students to have more input with the
new initiative.

“It asked us what we were strug-
gling with and who we would trust to
help us with it,” Nigrelli said.

How it works

As part of the initiative, students
meet in small groups - based on the
needs they mentioned in the surveys
— for an hour every Wednesday.

It targets three areas: Academic
(remedial or enrichment), social and

working together.

“The first team building activity
was building a tower as high as you
could with marshmallows and spa-
ghetti and it was impossible because
they couldn't work together,” Starnes
said. “As we have done more build-
ing team activities, they've been able
to produce a product at the end in-
stead. They've started collaborating
together.”

th

(building
with students) and critical thinking
(understanding positive or negative
consequences socially of their ac-
tions or content base on the academ-
ic side).

“We did the research, and it told us
we needed to personalize their learn-
ing,” Dischiavi said. “Your instruc-
tional practices need to be engaging
and team building and you need to
target their critical thinking.”

The survey showed there was need
for growth in social skills as well.

“They're not collaborative,” Dis-
chiavi said. “Those are life skills they
need, and they always prefer to work
alone and don't know how to inter-
act.

“They need to learn how to truly
be effective listeners and there are a
couple of activities we've done with
them on perspective and opinion
and literally how you engage in con-
versation to facilitate collaborative
work and learning.”

The schools counselor Miriam
Starnes said she’s noticed the stu-
dents have been doing better at

der Emmett

group is doing a gratitude project,
coming up with a way to show grati-
tude to someone.

“I learned that I really appreciate
everything my grandparents do for
me,” Paradine said.

It was all about math for eighth
grader Dacyn England and his WIN
group.

“We're coming up with different
ideas to make math problems easier
to work out,” England said. “It's help-
ingbecauseit’s slowing the class down
for me to generate ways on how to do
them. They have more time to talk to
you and show you how to do it.”
Everyone has a seat

The concept isn't necessarily new,
but the staff worked hard to custom-
ize it to meet the specific needs of
their students at Northview. The fact
that the students are a mix of back-
grounds and from different classes is
also a plus for teachers.

“We get an opportunity to build a
relationship with students we don't
normally have in our classrooms, and

ROBERT G, REED / HICKORY DALYRECORD

Students listen to orchestra teacher Richard Wohlman (right) as he explains how
bridges retain their strength.

we also get an opportunity to see a
different side of them,” seventh grade
teacher Caroline Jennings said.

“Yes we're working on skills and
we're working on mastery but we're
also working on working on itin a dif-
ferent way. The first couple of weeks
we had team building activities to fig-
ure out what they want out of it and
their personalities so we could better
gauge our activities.”

All nine schools in the Hickory
Public Schools (HPS) system is mov-
ing forward with an initiative for their
particular school and the needs of
their children in their school’s envi-
ronment, HPS Director of Communi-
cations Beverly Snowden said.

The initiative has also reignited the
passion for education among teach-
ers at Northview.

Northview media coordinator
Lindee Parsons enjoys the extra time
and attention she's able to give her
students every Wednesday.

“I have a top reading group so
they're really wanting to produce
and engage so it's great for me to see
them consistently and build relation-
ships with them on a regular basis,”
Parsons said.

It's matching up the strengths of a
school’s staff with the needs of their
students.

“We have so many talented people
on staff, that if you loosened the reins
on the accountability piece they
could connect and soar with kids in
different ways and that’s what I was
trying to capture,” Dischiavi said.
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Retired Rev. Bill Milholland tutors fourth-grader Isaiah Lackey at Jenkins Elementary School. Milholland goes to the school on
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orretired Luther-
an minister and
Navy veteran Bill
Milholland, retire-
ment is not the
end of service —since
1994, he has tutored
elementary school
students on a variety of

lle
, Milholland

was raised in Salis-
bury. After Milholland
graduated from Boyton
High School, he went (o
| Catawba College before
joining the Navy for

Enjoy the story about one of our
volunteers! Rev. Milholland has
been serving the children at
Jenkins Elementary for more than

20 years!
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After leaving the Navy,
Milholland decided to
attend seminary. In 1959,
he began his ministry
at a Lutheran church in
Burlington.

“We need new min-
isters more than ever,
because old guys like me
are retiring,” Milholland
said Thursday. “It is an
exciting opportunity and
challenge. I have been
ordained nearly 59 years.”

Behind Milholland,
photos of his children and
grandchildren hang above
the couch on a “wall of
honor.” Each is dressed
in the same shirt, and all
of the photos’ subjects
were 3 years old when the
photo was taken.

“One lttle fella says,
‘When am I going to get
on the wall?"”” Milholland
said.

The Milhollands have

Rev. Bill Milholland discusses his career as a Lutheran minister serving the Hickory area for 30 plus

training and would
eventually leave the
Navy as a lieutenant
Milholland crewed a
destroyer minelayer
during his service.

See NEIGHBOR, Page 9A

four sons, seven grand-
children and three great-
grandchildren. Two of his
sons also have become
Lutheran ministers.

On top of a TV cabinet
across the room are min-

iature representations of
his hometown church and
of St. Andrews Lutheran
Church, where Milholland
preached for more than
18 years. He started at St.
Andrews in 1975.

Pointing at the first
miniature, Milholland
explains he met his wife,
Mary Anne Milholland, at
the bottom of the steps.

“When we first got
married, I was excited
to go with him,” Mary
Milholland said. “It’s been
wonderful.”

The Milhollands have
been married for 65 years,
Bill Milholland said.

“Music has always been
very important to us,”
he said. “When we met, [
sang and she played the
piano.”

In his retirement, Bill
Milholland still occasion-
ally preaches, including
once on the 500-year
anniversary of Martin
Luther’s 95 theses.

In 1994, Milholland
heard Colin Powell speak
about the importance of
volunteering. He decided
then to help at Jenkins
Elementary School, only
afew months after his
retirement.

“I've been in the fourth

grade for nearly 20 years,”
Milholland said jokingly.
“Itis a real joy whenever
these youngsters respond
to you and understand
something. Itis really
rewarding to work with
these children.”

Milholland tutored Har-
riet Jeffords’ class until she
retired, and now tutors
students in Betsy Swann's
fourth-grade class for an
hour each week.

“Algebra was a challenge
for me; I'had forgotten a
lot of it,” he said. “I didn't
have algebra until high
school; for them to have it
in the fourth grade?”

He encourages others,
particularly men, to tutor
at the schools.

“Male images are few
because most of the tutors
are female, but a child
may have some problems
relating with males be-
cause of bad experiences
in the home,” Milholland
said. “I would work with
some of these children so
they could build a positive
relationship.”

Bill and Mary Milholland
enjoy music and travel.
For several years, the two
were members of the
Hickory Choral Society. In
their travels, Bill Milhol-

= ROSERT C.REED/ HCKORY DALY RECORD
The Rev. Bill Milholland prepares to check out from Jenkins Elementary School after tutoring
fourth-grader Isaiah Lackey.

land said, they have been
to Isracl and Germany,
among other places.
During a trip to East
Germany, the Milhollands
attended a church service.
“While the service was
in German, we could hum
along to the hymns and
could still pray the Lord’s
Prayer with them. We were
able to share with them
the worship experience.”
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