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Students’ Academic Growth Shows  

Promise at HPS 
The NC State Board of Education released the READY accountability results today. 
These scores reflect the fourth year of the READY accountability model with its 
strong focus on career and college readiness and high standards. 

The release announced great news for Hickory Public Schools. The district, under the 
leadership of Dr. Robbie Adell, superintendent (for the past school year), is no longer 
considered a “low-performing” school district. 

“We are not deemed a low-performing district and this is wonderful news for Hickory 
Public Schools! It is the work of our teachers and their dedication that has turned this 

around,” said Adell. “We have five (5) schools of the nine (9) in our district to increase by one letter grade. Jenkins 
Elementary and Northview Middle Schools increased from a C to a B; and Longview Elementary, Viewmont Ele-
mentary School and Hickory Career and Arts Magnet High School all increased from a D to a C. 

“We observed elevation throughout Hickory Public Schools – as we continue to make great strides due to quality 
teaching and quality school leadership,” said Adell. 

“We have reason to celebrate, but we still have a lot of work to do. We will keep the momentum moving forward as 
we work for even better results next year.  

“As the 2016-2017 school year started, teachers did not waste any time with teaching. They jumped right to the cur-
riculum working with every student on the first day of school,” said Adell.  

For the full story, click here:  

OPENING CONVOCATION WELCOMES BACK EMPLOYEES! 

Look to next 
page to enjoy 
more photos 
from the HPS 
Opening Con‐
vocaƟon. 
 
(LeŌ: HHS 
cheerleaders 
& Tornado) 

http://www.hickoryschools.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=1448616&pageId=30740741�


 

 The Welcome Back to School Opening Convocation:  Nearly 600 employees and guests attended the  
exciting event on August 24, 2016. Held for the first time at the Hickory Metro Convention Center, partici-
pants were welcomed by the HHS cheerleaders and offered breakfast treats prepared by HPS Child Nutrition. 
Opening remarks were provided by HPS Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Denise Patterson. The HPS Teacher of 
the Year, Erica Greer, served as the Mistress of Ceremonies. Following the Presentation of Colors by the HHS 
JROTC and music performed by the HHS Choral Ensemble, various speakers took to the stage, including:  
Reginald Hamilton, chair, HPS Board of Education; Guy Guarino, past president, HPS Education Foundation, 
Inc.; and Erica Greer, Teacher of the Year. 
Six alumni of Hickory High also shared their personal testimonies from attending Hickory Public Schools: 
Rosy Ramirez, 2007; Robert Locke, 2008; Diana Nguyen, 2011, Trevin Parks, 2009, Stephanie Snowden 
Cook, 2001; and Mike Auten, 2011.  
HPS Principal of the Year, Dr. Jenny White, introduced the Keynote Speaker, Dr. Jane Fernandes, president of 
Guilford College. Dr. Fernandes is the only female/deaf president of a college/university in the US. 
Closing remarks were provided by Dr. Robbie Adell, HPS superintendent.  

Thanks to Dr. Adell for a wonderful convocation!  



FIRST DAY — 2016!  

HPS team sharing 

their talents! 
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